
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, October 8, 2017  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:33-43 
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: “Here another parable.  There 
was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and 
built a tower.  Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey.  When vintage time drew 
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce.  But the tenants seized the 
servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned.  Again he sent 
other servants, more numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way.  
Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking “They will respect my son.’  But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to one another, ‘this is the heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his 
inheritance.’  They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  What will the 
owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?” 
They answered him,  “He will put those wretched men to a wretched death and lease his 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the proper times.”  
Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures: The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is wonderful in 
our eyes!  Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that will produce fruit.” 
   
Questions to Ponder: 

1. Again this is parable with a lesson. Who was this parable written for?  Who is the 
tenant? The servants?  The son? 

2. When Jesus refers to the “Cornerstone” what does this reference mean to you? 
3. Have you ever felt that you “deserve” God’s kingdom over someone else?  Why or 

why not?  
  

 

End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


